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LARGE SHIPS OR LARGE FISH?

January 13, 2003

Blasting of shoals and rapids in the Upper Mekong River may seriously endanger fish species

ITUCN urges the Governments that share the Mekong River to fully consider the threats to
biodiversity imposed by the blasting of shoals and rapids undertaken as part of the Upper
Mekong Navigation Improvement Project.
The Project proposes the blasting of 21 rapids, shoals and reefs in the river as part of a scheme to
allow 500-tonne ships to navigate the river. Economically important fish species as well as fish
species on the verge of extinction, such as the giant catfish, depend on these rapids and shoals.
The blasting of their habitat may put these fish in danger and increase the risk of their extinction.
“The Mekong is home to an estimated 1200 species and is only surpassed in richness by the
Amazon and Congo rivers”, said Dr. Jean-Christophe Vié, Deputy Coordinator of the [UCN
Species Programme. “We do not know the impact on many species but the case of the giant
catfish is particularly worrying. The giant catfish is already listed as Endangered on the IUCN
Red List of Threatened SpeciesTM and the proposed blasting of its only known spawning site will
detrimentally affect it. There is a serious risk of driving this extraordinary fish to extinction”.
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LARGE SHIPS OR LARGE FISH?

Blasting of shoals and rapids in the Upper
Mekong River may seriously endanger fish
species

Gland, Switzerland, 13 January 2003 (IUCN) — IUCN urges the
Governments that share the Mekong River to fully consider the
threats to biodiversity imposed by the blasting of shoals and rapids
undertaken as part of the Upper Mekong Navigation Improvement
Project.

The Project proposes the blasting of 21 rapids, shoals and reefs in
the river as part of a scheme to allow 500-tonne ships to navigate the
river. Economically important fish species as well as fish species on
the verge of extinction, such as the giant catfish, depend on these
rapids and shoals. The blasting of their habitat may put these fish in
danger and increase the risk of their extinction.

“The Mekong is home to an estimated 1200 species and is only
surpassed in richness by the Amazon and Congo rivers”, said Dr.
Jean-Christophe Vié, Deputy Coordinator of the IUCN Species
Programme. “We do not know the impact on many species but the
case of the giant catfish is particularly worrying. The giant catfish is
already /Tilaled as Endangered on the IUCN Red List of Threatened
Species ™ and the proposed blasting of its only known spawning site
will detrimentally affect it. There is a serious risk of driving this
extraordinary fish to extinction”.

The giant catfish (Pangasianodon gigas) feeds on algae, may grow
to 3.0 metres and weigh up to 250 kilogrammes. It spawns in the
Upper Mekong upstream from Chiang Khong, and is dependent
upon deep pools and rapids for its survival. Another species of large
catfish (Pangasius sanitwongsei) is reported to undertake similar
spawning migrations in the same area, and is currently assessed by
the Red List as Data Deficient. There is not enough information

available on this species to assess whether or not it is at risk of
extinction.

“The fisheries in the Mekong provide a vital source of income to the
local population, yet knowledge of many freshwater fish species is
still inadequate to effectively manage and conserve the resource. An
Environmental Impact Assessment of the blasting activities was
carried out, but independent review of this assessment points to
serious flaws’, and it must be more thorough to truly represent the
broad range of potential impacts associated with the navigation
channel improvement project’ said Mr. Hans Friederich, Head of the
Regional Wetlands and Water Resources Programme, IUCN Asia
Regional Office.

Without thorough assessment of freshwater species, biodiversity can
be lost even before it is known. IUCN is concerned that continuing
the Project without undertaking a comprehensive Environmental



deliberations and the implementation of the above
recommendations. Through its wide network of experts and its
membership and partners IUCN can provide expert guidance and
support to a process of reconciling the current wide-ranging
perspectives on making the Mekong more navigable.

For more information contact:

Dr. Hans Friederich

Coordinator of the Wetlands & Water Resources Programme
I[UCN — The World Conservation Union

Bangkok, Thailand

Tel: +662 6624061

hans@iucnt.orq

Web: http://iucn org

Mr Andrew Nichols

Communications Officer

Species Programme

IJUCN -The World Conservation Union
Gland, Switzerland

Tel: +41 (0) 22 9990153

Fax: +41 (0) 22 9990015
ajn@iucn.org

Web: http://iucn.org

' The independent review of the EIA is available at
http://www.searin.org/Th/Mekong/MekongEIA.pdf



Y
fgUdoumsnisziiaunawiiunlas

<4 ] [ :’ -l [ o4 - ¥
IATaYIBUNY BT AL TURENALN 1A

oo HUIAN &b

oY . £y v )
o.N55EiAkNAUNLIAa LY

Tumeununwus-Huan nsssiiaunsluuihiasswdnar-winlaaansAdinsendu
Ianfiuntsatnaseties lannsansuldwidadntiuisduauiunsiignssidialuuda us
17 v ' d' a v o o a o 1
dayaarnnianisanaszydndunisignssdinldudouazindessiiindiuan o un

0 .-i. o [ o [l d’l 1 :i’ 1 o v 1 U o o
uvawamainnndagnesuilineg e ivininsuuidalaununasiaadu (Tang Salum
Rapids) LAZWIN9AN (Wong Wit Rapid) uiausnsiagjiniiaiiiasienarusnaninuazides

NNILLASINIANARWUINITEIANT AUUNNINFIeLNIRaulsTealiadeInn

2Rt IUIALN wa NUAITUE ANEE199931NAUARDIETRRINIAITIAUNIADURNAY
Huuwsuuwauing-ansessessnindsanauiuidesss Jeuimuanisudaaz Gy

v '

NN TAPIUATUN 0& SUINAN logab WTTusY
ado o a

B HANTENUNNIRWNA

pathuluviestiuiiendveganasuitilsaicluauasinenatemiiussyaseiug
Tudaaninssadiaune szaviluwidntaeiinsausluusiasduuanseiuuin haseiy
W IUARZIUAZUANFANMUIENIN o.& TN o WAT UATUNTW NaTAMNNTAD B9ty
ansadudanldiliasanwgiinssnaesanlfeuly aunndavisluaaussInaszydn ns
; :)I ld' o’ ] a ° L% ] < L a t 730 ] d‘l
TuarannRduwsetmaFain idanliesniuuaslsiduntsenan uldngaaiidy

' ci' aa. v o o 4 1 % o L 2
TRNURUTUBWLWUNINAN Yl’ﬂﬂi"]ﬂklﬂ’ﬁ’]ﬂﬂ’Wﬁ"ﬂUﬂﬂ’W‘ﬂﬂ\i‘m’)U’N’ﬂﬂﬂdN’]ﬂ

grusinansenuAaaInseustin e (puiasduteinaFun“ln” dauauviasdutlanaGen

I vize 1A weld witiTsalueaane-nan AULALAFIAANAINIAUINATNIMRNNEIAT




Usnginfilnfisauiestinnifeofrednnmareanizasulissfesagviiaiawan
gavanadnties aathudissennatsfiadlfiulnivelditemnisinaluaseusiossy

v
71 HBurwaesinAinsauissnuin

o o ° d 2 o v .
PurifuAaNMALNNSIA1 (Teauaw) adllaulsdsaresuasioemsuresann Usangdn
< a -: < ol < 3 ] H a ' = 1l
HlninaTwRsWIBEIAIMIAANT NANFBIUILT UADULUTBIUMTABUENAN WA
unnsdeaunn matihuiasivinGaiifesinausasaaniniidasssydn nsilnunely

' v v v
Wwesanngseuun i Tasdusdluisasdusaadannn

.:d‘ a 3 v ' ' ' :7, a ' 1 a é’
gousfivsnamaiumalafuacuiie i lisuueeuasnn ifllnnaaueae

v

o el @ e e v v @ o (K%
fantnudasanai ln 1 aqtinuiuluniaimislaing

v
=

dsziiuigatinunnsiharndananlsznisiae Tliauisoninemssulaeld fuiiviasy
TaaniudnfianudrAtysieauviastuiissaniduingananysal uazgnarinuasaauii
inwrssulselugoniaameuiinaluaiaFeu st unilaindnudiasdaennseydn
-~ v a v v oY [ & A a & A -
waneaiaunInannsiwiudTiin liviaunuiinassulssuas A uiman g

4 ¥ R N i
Nraneiesannig varesinlreasuianandnatlutaantinsesan

Murssaadn nssaiaunadevinlimnatiugudanuinemsinlasdedoulung 1 lunislgn
o a i Mre a A a oy 2 a a o & v °
7 Wewwnanzsndaunldiiunissidaudaniunomesndaigatihwldlunasin
AT
dawnnsiliineithumethotsunsessadosuauuasdeaslsngintiinouaiilgnli

QNUYIINTN @ AFS

Q. HANTENUINNNITAULTD



Y

£ gudasaumnadvtuyved
&P dinnunaenssimsBnBinpeerundied

. ]

A LitaeasuanmaduiFesuialugisniauailuGeduldnasudulssidudrdhn
.‘ < 1] 1] J 1 o J - :

AUlLYEITUAAN PIENTIUAINIIARTYIBINNITEYINIBTUN ae FUIIAN FaRulinugestng

y - - - o o avaly o aa
ayfldausaiiasainaduainnisGefuAnauinWNgeT9n « s

- J o - J [ ] 3 : 04
nsduFeni iiaadunnalngin lsatilind 149G enuiusaaumaunliilingn
v v -‘ v = ' (] :’ J - ] o [ J [}
tluviestiulfidunsessanauuinninesissefuguaumessuaraiiaainli

Uasant

o o N
Aumlanlueamsanalnedassydn AduainGeduAaullsunoudainenAsagauun

a o« 2 4 o ay v - &
wassuilan Javliwananmdan ldsnntiaau



Page 1 of 1

http://mail.nhrc.or.th/download.php?folder=inbox&ix=3&mnum=4& houind=1S __ 2n/2/7cac



Page 1 of 1

http://mail.nhrc.or.th/download.php?folder=inbox&ix=3&mnum=4&bound=LS0t 20/3/2546






	ปกหน้า

	รายชื่อเอกสารประกอบการสัมมนา "ระเบิดแก่งน้ำโขง : ความร่วมมือในการพัฒนาเศรษฐกิจจริงหรือ"
	บทที่ 1 บทนำ
	บทที่ 2 ร่างแผนกลยุทธ์ของคณะกรรมการแม่น้ำโขงแห่งชาติฝ่ายไทย
	บทที่ 3 สรุปและข้อเสนอแนะของคณะทำงาน


	การประชุมเชิงปฏิบัติการเพื่อจัดทำแผนพัฒนาลุ่มน้ำโขงในพื้นที่ลุ่มน้ำย่อย (ลุ่มน้ำกกและลุ่มน้ำโขงภาคเหนือ)
	สารบัญ

	1. กำหนดการประชุมเชิงปฏิบัติการเพื่อจัดทำแผนพัฒนาลุ่มนํ้าโขง ในพี้นที่ลุ่มนํ้าย่อย
	2. องค์ประกอบและอำนาจหน้าที่ของคณะทำงานจัดทำแผนพัฒนาลุ่มนํ้าโขงในพื้นที่ลุ่มน้พย่อย
	5. ภาคผนวก
	5.1 สรุปผลการประชุมการจัดทำแผนพัฒนาลุ่มน้ำโขง ณ จ.นครราชสีมา ระหว่างวันที่ 6 -7 พฤษภาคม 2546


	การปรับปรุงร่องน้ำเพื่อการเดินเรือพาณิชย์ในแม่น้ำล้านช้าง-แม่น้ำโขง

	การพิจารณาผลกระทบทางด้านปประมง


	ภาคประชาสังคมกับการจัดการน้ำในภูมิภาคลุ่มน้ำโขง

	โครงการระเบิดแก่งและขุดลอกแม่น้ำโขง


	ระเบิดแก่งโขง : ว่าด้วยการพัฒนาสู่หายนะเรื่องใหม่
	ความวิตกกังวลของชาวบ้านชุมชนริมฝั่งแม่น้ำโขง อ.เชียงของ และ อ.เวียงแก่ง จ.เชียงราย ต่อกรณีโครงการระเบิดแก่งหินแม่น้ำโขง
	ความไร้เดียงสาของอีไอเอระเบิดแก่งแม่น้ำโขง
	สรุปสถานการณ์ระเบิดแก่งแม่น้ำโขง
	ปกหลัง




