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India's Minister of Commerce and Industry, Mr. Murasoli Maran, recently called for a coalition of bio-
diversity rich countries to provide the necessary impetus for development of an internationally
agreed instrument which recognizes national level systems for protection of TK (Traditional
Knowledge). "The need for such effort is urgent and_relevant in the context of mandate given by
Doha Ministerial Conference to the TRIPS Council regarding the relationship between CBD & TRIPS
Agreement and protection of TK and folklore,” he said. 'These are some of the most important
outstanding implementation. issues which need to be resolved." Following are extracts from the
Minister's address to an 'International Seminar on Systems for Protecting and Commercializing

Traditional Knowledge" in New Delhi (3-5 April 2002), organised jointly by the Government of India
and UNCTAD.
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FTA US/Singapore Article 16.1

2(a) Each party shall ratify or accede to the
following agreements:

(i1) The International Convention for the
Protection of New Variety of Plants, 1991




FTA US/Jordan Article 4

1.Each party shall, at a minimum, give
effect to this Article, including the
following provisions:

(b) Article 1 through 22 of the
International Convention for the
Protection of New Variety of Plants, 1991
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