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WELCOME HERE IS YEN-A-KAS Il COMMUNITY

Development and modernisation have been regarded as something
that comes with the present world. But if we look hundreds and thousands
of years back into the past, we will find that even though we can't see
much technological advancement or what we today call civilization, we
can still find development and progress.

These developments and advancements usually centered on the
uniquely human desire to maintain and sustain human spirit and beauty
for the benefit of his surroundings. Bank Kin Bang Cha, or sharing, is one
example of how people in the past helped one another. By working
together, these pre-civilization communities were able to achieve the
goal of simple living. DeVeIopment and modernisation in later dates were
increasingly measured by material wealth, reflecting a spiritual deterioration
and ever-growing abandonment of the notion of sharing-so much so that

there emerged several guestions that require immediate responses.
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Congested communities, or slums, are one derivative of modernisation
and development. This change from the sharing society to the snatching
one has been accompanied by material and spiritual degradation. And
this is exacerbating several problems.

Puak Sa Lam [slum clique] is the psychological pain that is hurting

people in _the congested communities. But these scars are not self-

inflicted. They come from the way others see them.

The point of view that “slums are not advanced” has encouraged
outsiders to ignore the problems of their fellow citizens. It encourages
people to keep their distance and pretend that problems which there is
nothing to do with them. In turn, those living in the congested communities

have felt a sense of abandonment and neglect.

Yen-A-Kas-Il Community has been, to some degree, affected by this
attitude.
Many questions derived from this situation that need to be focused

on and answered include the following:

Does the need for development and advancement of the present

society undermine human beings in other societies?

Where is this craving for development taking us?
Which of these developments contribute to the betterment of
society, and which to its deterioration?

Who is responsible for answering these questions?
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YEN-A-KAS-Il COMMUNITY AND ITS PAST

Yen-A-Kas-Il Community is situated in Yannawa District of Bangkok
Metropolis. It occupies 17 rais of private land and another S rai of land

belonging to the Treasury Department.

This community came into being in 1964. At that time it was a rice field

where there were 10 households. The public called this area Klang Na

(Klang na a community in the middle of a rice field).

The slum community in Bangkok Metropolis has increased quickly,
growing to more than 300 households. The people who worked for Thai
Petroleum Authority, contracted to rent the land from the Treasury
Department. In 1968, Thai Petroleum Authority wanted to return the land
to the Treasury Department, and Shell and Esso companies decided to
demolish the employees’ houses. Two reasons prompted this move. First,
the Thai Petroleum Authority contract expired. Second, the authority was

incapable of shouldering all the costs relating to electricity and water.
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After the demolition, the employees shared the used wood. Those
who could not ge marked their residential rights with a string. Meanwhile

some had big plots; some had several plots for resale or lease

In this case, it referred to residents who were maostly from suburban
areas such as Pedriew, Samutsongkram and other nearby provinces. Some
rented and lived on the lands belonging to those who had lived on the

plots for a long time. Gradually, more and more people settled there.

By 1970 most people lived in rental houses. The slum communities
have been developing so far whereas the Thai Petroleum Authority
prescribed that no further encroachment of land with expiry contracted

be allowed. Meetings were held, but almost nobody attended them.

In 1875 there was another phase when a large number of new
people came to settle in Yen-A-Kas-Il Community. Many people bought
the land belonging to the first group of settlers. Hence, there is no land

to occupy.

In 1987, when the eviction orders were enforced, the people of the
slum communities sold their houses to newcomers who came from
everywhere. This marked a significant change in the character of the
community. People no longer knew each other, and some of the changes
included new attitudes of “living for oneself” or “living with no care for

others living nearby,” or “living with sharing with one another.” Because of
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the obligation to send money back home to their hometown, everyone
solely focused on making a living, and not on making a community. This

was causes of all other subsequent problems.

In 1988, the eviction was much more critical, and more than 200
families living on private land suffered the most. Some accepted the
eviction. The people who did not want to leave group together to help
one another under the assistance and support from some NGOs.
Gradually, these people began to learn new things and started to

disseminate the eviction information to other communities regularly.

In 1991 the landlords succeeded in filing encroachment cases to
evict the people. And in 1992 all the 170 households living on the
private land had to go. However, those living on Treasury Department
land could stay on. There were 330 households on the plot of 9 rais
altogether. These were the people from the first groups of settlers and

other communities.

Life was not easy for them. At the early stage of the first group’s
settlement, there was no internal road. Pathways were bridges made by
woods. As can be seen, it was not convenient. In the rainy seasons, the
bridges were always covered with mud. If pathways were broken, money

would be collected for rebuilding it.
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BUILDING COOPERATION AND NEW INITIATIVES

In 1980 the National Housing Authority (NHA) came to improve
pathways. The 13 msidents who lived closest to the walkways were
called for meetings. The improvement of the walkways was completed in
late 198¢2.

From the studies, it was found that 95% of the residents were jobless

and had no regular home.

THE COMMUNITY AND ITS LOCATION

It was not easy to access these public facilities. Rights from the
very beginning, the people had to rely on those who lived on private land
for water and electricity. Those who lived during that period said that
they often slipped and fell down the pathways. In 1866 the situation was
very critical. Water was sold for 2 Baht per a Toom[‘ﬁ]:N’ means a unit of
jar) of 1,000 litres. (At that time the gold's price was 400 Baht an
ounce.) The cost for electricity had to be paid monthly. For two people
living in a house using one fan, the cost for electricity would be 50 Baht

per month.

Because of this, the community committee later agreed that the
infrastructure problems should be tackled and the community should try
to find some money to take action. For this purpose, the committee
started to contact and coordinate with some outside organizations for

piped water, electricity, and home registration papers. It was only in 1982
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that this community could access the home registration documents.
With his soft loans the president of the community helped the people in
accessing electricity and piped water. The Yannawa District Administration
Office also helped the people, providing tools and equipment like hoes,

fire extinguishers, and children’s playgrounds.

CHRONICLES OF EVICTION AND MUTUAL COOPERATION FOR OUR
COMMUNITY

In the beginning of the settlement, houses were still cheap. When
a house was sold, the land it occupied was financially non-calculated and
therefore wasn't included in the price of the home. In 1973, the prices for
medium-sized homes ranged from 1,500 to 6,000 Baht. Home prices
later rose dramatically. From 1982-1988, the price range for the same
houses was 30,000 to 80,000 Baht. A big house would cost about
170,000 Baht. This was due to the eviction, which became more and
more acute-especially for those homes situated in the innermost part of

the community, which were demolished first.

EVICTION AND NEGOTIATIONS

In 1988 more than 200 families living on the private land in
Yen-A-Kas-II Community were evicted. Through negotiations with the
landowner; however, those who were ready to go were given the removal
cost 200 Baht per wah®. Since most houses were not bigger than 30
wah®, the owner would get only 5,000 to 6,000 Baht if they agreed to
move. As a result, the families got together to negotiate for a higher

price from the landlord.
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GROUPING AS A MEANING TO SOLVE THEIR COMMON PROBLEM

The committee was set up to deal with this housing issue. This
committee comprised 12 people. Discussions were made among the
people on how they could actively organize themselves. All the people
accepted the idea of a savings group. Then a group was organized, and
the fight to receive fair compensation for housing began to take shape.

First, the people wanted to buy some additional land. The initial
goal was to buy 4 rais, and everybody agreed with the idea, but there
was no money to get it.

The savings group was expected to be the only way to solve the
problem. At first the group was consisted of 7 or 8 people, but it soon
had about 105 members. In addition to the savings group, other forms of
CBOs to coordinate cooperation were also started. These were possible
through the support from various NGOs. In 1990 the people conceded
that they should extend this understanding and knowledge to other
communities by placing a special emphasis on either disseminating the
information on eviction or obtaining permission to hold meetings in the
various communities.

Through this collaboration, this community created bargaining power
to negotiate on policy matters with concerned government agencies in

the following periods:
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LOSS OF LAWSUITS AND NEGOTIATIONS

During that period the people thought that they should negotiate
directly with the landlord. But that attempt failed through. In 19889, the
landlord filed a lawsuit to evict all the people who started to fight
back.The fear of legal matters, to certain extent, discouraged a number
of the people and made them feel that they were going to fail. Most of
them knew they were fighting against the real owner of the land
encroached by them, and their action was thus like snatching the land

from its owner. But even if they feared the loss of the lawsuit, the people

fought on. They felt that justice must prevail, including the idea that

“eviction within a very short notice should not be applied to the poor.” In

the meantime, the people started to mobilize and raise sdme additional
money to purchase a new plot of land. In addition, an exhibition was also
held.

In 1992 the people suffered a setback. They lost the lawsuit. The
law-enforcement officers came into the community to investigate the
people’s reaction. To prevent themselves from being evicted, the people
decided to appoint some members to work as security guards for the
whole community and for contacting the court. Altogether they were 83
families. An agreement amongst them was that “Those who are not
available for the duty must hire someone to take his place.”

During this period of time, it can be said that the people organized

themselves very systematically and effectively.
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IN SPITE OF THE LOSS IN THE LAWSUIT, THE STRUGGLE CONTINUED

Through contacts with the NGO, they learnt that the government
had some 250 million Baht available for the various slum communities.
This money was entrusted to the BMA, which further entrusted it to the
Department of Social Welfare. Because of this, the people asked the
Department of Social Welfare to directly negotiate with the landlord. The

idea was accepted and several negotiations took place thereafter.

The struggle of the CBO continued. To support this, financial mobilization
was undertaken many times through several forms; concerts by song-
for-life artists were also held; clothes were put on sale and food and
beverages were sold. These efforts were successful in raising money, but
more importantly they raised consciousness of the outside world.

One of the most significant successes in Yen A Kas | Community
was everyone’'s co-operation, then they would gain power. At the same
time, the poor people afflicted by the problems, struggled to live. Thanks
to the mass media, the slum communities’ real pictures were better
presented to the general public. Owing to this publicity, their problems

were taken up for consideration by important public and private agencies.

It was also interesting that the money was spent on this matter.
It was individually contributed by the 85 members of the community’'s
savings group, and a good number of these members were youngsters in
the community itself. After all, the deduction of 100,000 Baht was left
and later given to the community’s fund.

Everybody was very happy.
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WE SUCCEEDED IN THE BARGAINING BECAUSE WE KEPT ON WORKING
HARD
As the landlord was directly contacted and negotiated with the

slum people who were gradually better understood.

Based on this understanding, the landowner wanted to assign a
lawyer to work in this case, but the people did not accept this. They
insisted on discussing the matter directly with the landowner. The
landowner informed the people that he could not give the land to them
because it was bought at a high price. Seeing that the people were
really affected by the land problem, the landlord proposed that another
plot of land in Kratoomband District of Samutsakorn be given to them in
exchange for the present one. After consulting with the people in the
community before taking the offer, the minority of people thought the
proposed land was too far from their present one whereas the majority
accepted the idea. A plot of land which was priced too high, but not
more than 10 million Baht, was searched for as an alternative. The
landlord accepted the idea and agreed to pay this amount. He then
authorized his lawyer to settle the deal with the people, and the contract

was made.

NEW HOMES FOR EVERYONE
The people were divided into groups to look for several plots of
land in Rangsit, Thonburi, as well as in Samutprakarn. Then discussions

were held on the plots with highest potentials. The majority believed the
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land on the Thonburi side (which today is part of Sap Nukul Pattana
Community) in Bangkhuntian District was the most appropriate. The land
was 4 rais, 3 ngans, 36 wah’. It was large enough for a8 community and
it does not far from Rama Il Road about 6 km., the access was quite
convenient. However, there still was a problem about lots of ditches that
need to be filled up. The landlord accepted the proposed land and was
also happy to allocate money for back filling. In March 1992, the first
group of 51 families moved to the new plot to build their new houses,
which were makeshifts at first. It was agreed that part of the land
should be set aside for public use, where an activity hall and a multipurpose
community center would be constructed. A number of families delayed

their home’s construction due to insufficient incomes.

The community has expanded quickly and succeeded in several
types of activities, including setting up Pranakhonthonburi Cooperatives
Ltd., selling rice, and setting up a fund for housing purposes. The
community also created Sahachumchon, a successful land business

company located in Northern Bangkok.

ACTIVITIES IN THE OLD LAND

As for the land belonging to the Treasury Department, the people
living there started contacting other commmunities located on the Treasury
Department’s land including Suan Plu, Chua Pleong Nung, and Ruamjai

Pattana Chua Pleong Song.
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When they met, several new ideas were presented in meetings.
They suggested that the Treasury Department should lease the occupied
land to the people as means for mutual benefit and certain communities,
like Suan Plu Community, which was situated in a blind land, should be
relocated to a place with easier access. The community committee
agreed that the idea was good because in the future, when the
advancements came, one would surely be evicted; business would always
be business. The community burnt down and several groups provided
assistance.

On April 3, 1885, homes located on the Treasury Department’s
land were burnt down and 72 families were affected. The community’s
committee proposed that the land should be re-divided and certain area
should be left for public purposes. The internal layout of the community
should be based on a good internal order. Not all land would be allocated
for the construction of private homes. There should also be some
guidelines for each quarter, like which area should be two-story or three-
story high houses. The majority of the people disagreed with this idea.
The community committee had to find support from outsiders for this
purpose. Co-ordination came from the Treasury Department. In spite of
everything, the majority of the people still disagreed with the new idea.

The cause for this fire was the carelessness of someone in the
community, not a fire set intentionally to evict the people. According to
the surveys, the biggest damage was the losses of household utensils
and occupational tools. Many organizations--government and NGOs-as

well as individuals came forward to provide assistance to the people.
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Utensils and all other kinds of household tools were made available.
Because of this fire, and the loss of occupational tools, most of the
people could not earn any income. Therefore, there should be something
to help improve the community as quickly as possible.

Iron scraps and all the usable remainders from this fire were sold
to raise money, and 4,000 Baht was earned by these efforts.

During this period of time the people learnt several new lessons
from one another. Requests for piped water and electricity were submitted
to the concerned authorities and furnished at no cost.

Three days after the fire, the people started rebuilding their homes.
They could do that only at night because they were not permitted to
enter the land during daytime, when any entry would be regarded as
trespassing.

On the night of April 8-only five days after the fire--a number of
the people moved into their temporary homes. Their wall-less houses
were only shelters against the sunshine and the rain.

Many people remembered well that situations and conditions of
their community. Many said, “The people here are much luckier than
elsewhere. In times of loss like this, people in many communities would
have to live in tents for months. But in this community, there was
immediate assistance from outsiders. This might be due to the fact that
this community kept regular contact with other agencies and organizations,

as well as other slum communities.”
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GROUPING THE VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

In this community there were formal and non-formal organizations.
In order to develop themselves, it was necessary for them to organize
themselves and to contact outside organizations that needed to work
with and for them. In addition, the people here maintained that their
community development activities should help to improve and/or to
increase the community's potential, and to develop and nurture relationships
with organizations, so they were not so vulnerable to whatever problems

or challenges might arise in the future.

WHAT KIND OF CHANGES WILL THERE IS IN THIS COMMUNITY IN THE
FUTURE?

In the future, there will surely be eviction. This is based on the
general conditions, especially the discussion with the BMA. The eviction
will affect all the S0 communities along Rama Il Road, which will soon
become a big and a new business center, and the present communities
cannot escape the fate.

Arporn memorized her struggle experiences that “nowadays we
realized that we cannot solve our problem by ourselves individually; however
we can be able to solve their problems. | would say all parts of the
community should come together to jointly think over the various
problems. These should be the responsibilities of neither the community’s
committee, nor the savings group, nor the similar groups. And we shall
not be the only community to work in this way. We should encourage all

other communities to solve their housing problems, too.”
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More recently, they believed that as they always continue to
improve and pass a dialogue City can not be developed itself without
urban poor’. According to the dialogue, the eviction of the Yen-A-Kas |l

community should not take place befare 2002.

EVICTION PAST AND PRESENT

The eviction has usually been undertaken by the BMA. It is one of
its open actions. If we always stay in our communities, we will never
know this kind of situation in the outside world. We have been better
informed of our community when we attended meetings with the BMA.
We knew our community would soon be disappearing and the situation
was beating us.

What do you think about the words like “It will not be easy to
evict the poor even though the community knows well that it is going to
lose the fight?”

What matters are rights--the rights that the poor should be able
to access? In the past when there was an eviction, legal measures would
be used and lawsuits would be filed. It seemed to influence to new
generation in sense of ‘fighting”, even though, the fighters knew all too
well that they were going to lose for sure. This was because the people
knew that if they lost the fight, where could they go? There was no
where for them to go. Based on this, we took up the rights issue as a
point for discussions. Here are our rights. They give us the self-confi-

dence to fight from within our community.
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“The responsible agency for our case is the BMA, which is under
the administration of the Treasury Department.

“If the Treasury Department has already authorized the BMA to
look after this matter, it will be the BMA that will evict us. If the Treasury
Department has signed a land-renting contract with a company, it would
be the said company that would evict us. If that company has the
collaboration from a state agency, eviction will be very easy. This is
because if a court notice is affixed, there will be no lawsuit, and the
offence of encroachment will be affected simultaneously. Then the people
will be arrested.”

From the discussion with a group of the core community leaders,
it was found that all agreed that soon the eviction would take place. But
it would not be as violent as in the period of 1983-1989. Negotiations
would still be possible, but one-thing that upsets the group is the roles

of the NHA, which should enter to solve the housing problem for them.

AND HOW WILL THE PEOPLE SURVIVE?

“Based on the experience of their leaders who kept contact with
outsiders, it was found that to solve the housing problems, three main
things should be taken into consideration. These are educations, the
peoples action, and communication”

“Or else, the problems will remain like before.” It was accepted
that the struggle of this phase would be mare violent. Thus, more people
should organize themselves into cooperative groups. At present, however,

the peoples organization is still loosely aligned and weak.
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Provided with more and better alternatives, such as the housing
funds already allocated by the NHA, as well as the tax exemption benefits,
the people’s willingness to work became weaker and weaker. Many people
felt that there was no longer a need for the negotiation process. These
outside encouragements were led as ‘Social welfare mechanism’ without
‘Community participation’ so they were passive for struggle against their
‘housing rights’ and finally they lacked their passion for ‘self determination’.

This is true not only in the case of Yen-A-Kas Il Community, but
also in other communities. It is certain that the various communities
would soon face the eviction.

“Are all these people badly hurt from their home in the provinces?”
If good systems and necessary support for agricultural activities are
available, would people come to make a living and live in such crowded
and congested conditions? Almost all of those who are on the community
committee say they do not have a housing problem so far.

“We in the committee have already bought a plot of land in
suburban areas to be our future home. In that case, why do we have to

work for the community if we do not have any problem?”

HOW THE COMMITTEE SEES THE PROBLEM - SOLVING PROCESS
Normally the committee was able to accomplish everything like
merit-making activities, community development activities, including youth
activities, improvement of pathways and the latest one the last fire in the
community where 72 families suffered. Everybody in the community came

to help one another. Outside organizations, public and private, also came.
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“To solve the problems together.”

“We are proud that we can provide everyone with housing facilities.”

As to the warning that more and more people would now regard
housing issues as far-away problems, many in the committee did not
share that idea. “Some may say that they are going there if an eviction
is enforced. But not all of them will do so. Many people would say that
in the community there are several types of groups like savings groups.
These keep them encouraged and proud.

One core leader said, “In the past it was very important to
organize ourselves into groups. During 1989, when there were eviction
threats, group organizing was regarded a must. We used to be a good
example for other communities.”

Many core leaders maintain that a community’s committee is
always necessary, and many have the “We are always members of the
community committee” feeling. The committee of the saving groups
accepts that they have to work in co-ordination with the community
committee. Our activities are supporting other groups’ activities

When talking about drugs, which have become the major problem
of slum communities including Yen-A-Kas-Song, here are responses of
some members of the community committee.

“For most of us, drugs are also a major problem and we cannot do
anything.”

“The standing point of the working committee is another question.
Many of us maintain that standing point or objective does not depend on

the working committee.”
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“Building the strength is important in the community building
process.”
“We do not only build the land for the people whereas we regularly

provide them with advice and alternatives.”

HOW ABOUT THE VARIOUS MOVEMENTS IN THE COMMUNITY?

Many core leaders maintain that all parts of the process should
be well correlated. “The community committee should try to draw as
many outside organizations as possible into the community to provide
the people with training and knowledge.

The developments of our group have been slow. This is because
the current economic crisis and the limited time available. There is also
another problem. We can have a number of outside organizations to help
ourselves but little by little, we would get feed up with the situation. One
thing we should always keep in mind is that before we ask for their help,
we first have to know them--we have to know what they want, and why

they want to help us.

WHERE ARE WE GOING?

At this moment the working process with the communities is
becoming clearer and clearer. The communities are making use of several
types of mass media, like TV and VDO, which can very well be applied to
all the activities.

In the future some will be assigned to work as health volunteers

and a medicine fund will be set up. We expected that through this
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channel, medicines will be systematically distributed. Besides, more
medicines will be sold. More public relations will be launched, making
more use of the mass media.

Many thought that the committee likes to work with children.
This might be due to their understanding that it is much easier to get
funds far children’s projects. But we, ourselves, do not highlight this point.
Other people think that we work with the children’s project because we
can obtain some benefits. If there is no benefit, things will not interest
us.

We are not upset when somebody asks us about this. This is
because we maintain that as long as we can do something beneficial to
others we are happy. And through this, our group will be able to learn
something new.

Many of us think that if we can work in co-ordination and
collaboration with external organizations we would be able to access
financial sources. Many times we forget the reason that we work with
external organizations is to learn about their activities and find ways to
improve our community. We know that in the future our community and
organization will have difficulties and we have to be prepared for that.
This encourages us to initiate exchanges of views.

Before going to work elsewhere, our common goal is how we can
hold our community together and how we can survive? We have to
reflect on this from to time and regularly.

As for the working committee, a question always remains: Are

the activities curr ently carried out affecting our family lives?
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“For many of our committee members, problems occur even though
every member of our family stays together. So, owing to this, we should
try to settle the problems within our family before we start to work other

people.

WHAT DO WE WANT TO GIVE TO THE NEXT GENERATION AS POINTS
OF CONSIDERATIONS?

“We want them to understand social and urban problems and to
be able to bring the community, the government sector, and other
organizations to work together. There are many organizations that are
not yet introduced to the problem-solving process for the poor. In Bangkok,
there are more than 1,200 slum communities whereas there are only
500 agencies that are involved with the establishment of networks of
slum communities. It is difficult to find somebody to work in our places.”

“Another point for new groups of leaders is that in the past the
criteria for creating new leaders are always determined by external
organizations. Because of this, the leaders could not very well get along
with the community-based organizations. These might be called conflicts
or gaps. Very often questions like, “Why are the people in the community
not informed of the current activities and of what the leaders are doing?”
are asked. Lack of co-ordination and collaboration with the people has
resulted in a number of problems. A sense of teamwork should be
maintained and strengthened; a sense of responsibility should be well
shared among members and participation method should be used for

empowerment.

v a v v ¢ o aq & v oa
98 dndja...ahathu : dszaumsaimsvianndnslunegerds Tnoimdgeguau

Women organizing themselves for change : an experience for housing rights in Thailand




Opportunities also should be given to new generations of leaders,
and many leaders are not aware of that. Regardless, they should not
obstruct new leaders who possess different skills and capacities.

With the advent of new leaders, many leaders might think and
feel that they are going to lose their positions or power. This might have
an effect on the new group of leaders’ self-confidence.

In 1983-89 the eviction was a critical problem for all slum
communities in Bangkok. Yen-A-Kas Il Community was also affected. The
people were worried about this situation, they were thus encouraged to
organize their own group in order to mobilize cooperation and solve their
common problems. One major form of their organizations was the savings
group, which should be one of the solutions to their housing problem.
After the lesson on forming savings group at the meeting with the slum
people of Ban Manang Kasila Community, the members of Yen-A-Kas I
community realized that they needed to mobilize financial resources to
buy a new plot of land in case they are evicted. The fund would also be
used for other community development purposes.

The savings club had its own administration system. They had a
president, a secretary and a treasurer. Its membership was as large as
105 and, due to the people’s relocation, stands at 57 at the moment.
The major roles within the savings group are divided among 6 core
members. Because the membership is small, everybody has to help one
another closely. Although money collection and bookkeeping are joint
responsibilities, there must be one person in charge of the process. To

increase membership, several methods have been used. In the past
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“knock at the door” techniques were used followed by public notices and
broadcasting.

In the beginning, a few people were interested in the savings
group because they did not trust its administration.

The major problem of the group is the outstanding loans of some
members. We have tried to encourage them to repay their loans. In some
cases, membership was denied when the members did not care about
this savings club.

Many members guestioned whether the savings committee could
produce all the documentation of the financial transactions that were
made. As a matter of fact, we keep all related vouchers and receipts. We
have the bank statements showing how much money is left as the
savings, how much is the loan and so forth. At the end of each year, of
all the interest obtained from loans and the bank, 70% would be
distributed as dividends to members, and another 30% would be for the
operating costs of the 100-10,000 Baht. They are encouraged to repay
their debts within a period of 12 months.

‘Division of monthly saving group tasks' as collecting some savings,
considering some loans and public welfare distributing are conducting on
Sunday of the early week each month. At the end of the day, the total
amount received or paid will be reported to all members. In other words,
everybody will know who get new loans, the amount of their loan, the
amount collected, the amount deducted as shares of the savings group

and amount to be deposited in the savings bank.
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Under the eviction treaty, the people are interested in becoming
members of this saving group because it will be able to help solve their
housing problems in the future.

Nowadays members trust the savings committee because they
fully understand how the savings group is operated. Some members even
volunteer to work for the savings group. As for the savings committee
members, they are proud that they help solve the financial problems of
their members.

This savings group is interested in their members’ health and
education. Members can access educational loans without any interest
for 5 months. However, if a member cannot pay back the loan within 5
months, he or she is obliged to pay a monthly interest rate 1.50 % for
the outstanding loan.

The future of this savings group will depend on the collaboration
of all its members. Everyone has a part to play in managing this group.
The savings committee alone cannot fulfill all its needs. The savings
groups should have more members, but that depends on the confidence
created by all members.

At this moment, the group’s revolving fund is about 400,000 baht
for 57 members. All members understand that everyone will benefit if
they have better education and experience.

All of the committee members are ready to work for their
members as all of them are under the threat of the eviction.

The Youth's Perspective on Slum Communities
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lIf we look at the history of Yen-A-Kas I Community, formerly
called Baan Klang Na, we would see that there was no congestion. Most
of the land was unoccupied and the open space was turned into a
playground for children. In 1982-83, a multi-purpose hall was constructed
with the assistance of the NGO. This brought joy and pleasure to the
people, especially the children. It was a heaven for them all. They would
come here to do many things together; NGOs helped to vitalize the
mobilization process of the community and there were no gangsters.
Then thing started to change gradually as people from upcountry came
to look for jobs and settled here, occupying the children’s playground.
Less and less space was available for children, and finally there was no
place for children to play. Families could not provide what they spiritually
expected. Drug was introduced to youth members, and daredevil activities
like motor racing, night roaming, and sex abuse became the norms
among baoys.

Among these problems, there emerged a “Sao Sorn Fibre Glass
group” [neiuanaau] initiated by a group of girls living in this community
who wanted to stay together to have recreational activities and to be
introduced problems deriving from drugs, sex abuse and AIDS.

When asked about their feelings about their slum communities,
most of the youngsters would say, “There are lots of people, but we are
not fed up with them. We love it here. We have friends. We were born
here and grew up here. We stay with our friends from the time we were
very young. If we have to move into other communities it would be

difficult for us to find others who understand us.”
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When asked about their feelings if they were called the children
from slum communities, most of them would say, “We don't like these
words. We will argue with them. Such words are hurtful and demeaning.

When asked what they want their communities to be called?
They say, “We want them to be called apartments”

When asked what they wanted to be in the future, many said
they wanted to be a teacher; some want to be a nurse. Some said, “That
will not be possible because we are not good at studying.” But some said,
“Anything is possible if we mean what we say.”

These were the children who were regularly chosen by community
to attend various activities. Many of them could attend these activities
from the time they were very young. They never got bored with these
activities even though they might be held repeatedly. They wanted to
attend the training sessions on AIDS, drugs and the environment.

“We used to stay together in the community library, which is
regularly used as a venue for meetings of the community’s committee.
We played there and we were happy. Now we do not dare go there
because we are treated as if we were a social nuisance. We are sorry

when some of our good friends become gangsters.”

“In spite of everything we are proud that we were part of this community.”
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SANITATION ENVIRONMENT & NETWORK OF
COMMUNITIES PROJECT

In these slum communities frequently affected by frequent eviction,
it is found that problems of quality of life including environmental hazards,
economics, social welfare and health issues still affected the minds of
the people. These have degraded them. In the area of Chong Nonsi
District up to Bang Pongpang District, there are many slum communities
living on rented land or encroached land. The struggle to have a stable
home is a personal battle. Even though they are close by, the problem of
this community is too violent for it to shoulder alone.

Therefore, network was set up between 1393 and 19395. The
people started a network of communities to preserve the environment of
Yannawa Project. In this project, there were 7 communities in Yannawa:
Chua Pleong Pattana, Ruamjai Pattana Chua Pleong Il, Bualuang,
SamakkiRuamijai, Chao Phraya, Klong Kuang and Yen-A-Kas Il. The people

understood that grouping in each community could solve the problems.
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This project was initiated through collaboration of several agencies,
including the NESDB, through NGOs, private businesses and some public
organizations. From this cooperation, there have been many successful
activities during these 2 years. Waste disposals in the communities,
health, activities, provision of health facilities, youth training and youth
camps have created new leaders and volunteers, the continuation of the
project, and a working committee.

The activities that have been accomplished by this network so far
are as follows:

- Seminars and workshop planning. The sessions were set up to
inform the project’s principles, the details of the projects, the nee\ds and
implementation. They participated by committee members from all of the
7 communities, as well as some representatives from NGOs and some
volunteers and some youth leaders.

- Leadership training, which covers principles for community
development, project proposal write-up, project implementation,
administration and reporting.

- Waste disposal campaigns on the fourth Sunday of each month
in 8 communities.

- Youth leadership training.

- Work camps for youths aged S-12 years.

A housing development plan, jointly set up by Yen-A-Kas II; Chua
Ploeng Pattana; and Ruamjai Pattana Chua Ploeng Il communities, which

want to remain on the land belonging to the Treasury Department.
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Construction of public facilities in the communities such as
pathways, drainage systems, electricity poles, child daycare centers and
waste container extension.

Through these projects, there have been several new forms of
development. When the general public better recognizes the groups, the
network itself has active roles in the local policy-making.

Yen-A-Kas || Community would like to thank all individuals and
agencies including government and NGOs that have come to provide
assistance, advices, and consultations. All this cooperation has brought
about effectiveness of the community development undertaken by the

working committee of this community.

The working committee has published this booklet, “Yen-A-Kas |I
Community and its Aspiration,” when the networks and cooperation were
underway to bring new solutions to existing housing problems for this

over-30-year-old community.

Y a v v '3 o aq & v a

Anda...ad1thu : dszaumsalmsiennantlunegends Taeivagausu

u S ATINT 107
Women organizing themselves for change : an experience for housing rights in Thailand )




v oa v v ¢ o aq A [V
WYQN... A9 dsraumsaimsannanslunegends TﬂUN'ﬂinﬂ“ﬂl
108 & 5 v 5

Women organizing themselves for change : an experience for housing rights in Thailand



YEN-A-KAS || COMMUNITY WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS
OCCASION TO GIVE SPECIAL THANKS TO

The National Housing Authority

The International Organization for Mutual

Development; Bangkok

The Human Development Center

The Sikka Asia Foundation (J.S.R.C))

The Housing Foundation

The Foundation for the Handicapped

The Building Together Association

The AIDS Prevention in slum Communities

The Thai Red Cross

The Training Center for the Urban Poor

The Grassroots Development Institute (GDI)

The Foundation for Babies in Slum Communities

The Santisuk Foundation

Y.M.C.A. Bangkok

The Government Savings Bank, for publishing this booklet
Mr. Sombat Thavam, for the English translation

All other individuals, the names of whom cannot be referred to here.

Yen-A-Kas || Community’s Working Committee on “Yen-A-Kas ||
Community and lts Aspiration”

This chapter was revised from Arporn’s narrative history and practice in
everyday life to aim as an exercise for collective memory and an
encouragement for some junior community workers to recognize about
knowledge-based community and bottom up knowledge arrangement.
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